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AREA STATISTICS
Primary Secondary Total

Total Persons 15696 14442 30138
Total Males 7783 7221 15004
Total Females 7913 7221 15134
Total Dwellings 6066 5866 11932
Fully Owned 2544 2078 4622
Being Purchased 1682 1948 3630
Rented 1840 1840 3680

The Paper

The Lithgow Mercury published tri-weekly has a
high penetration rate exceeding the metropolitan
dailies to its primary markets and serves as the
unchallenged major news service in this market.

The Market

Lithgow is located at the junction of three major
highways - The Great Western Highway, Bells
Line of Road and the Castlereagh Highway.
These provide direct links to the Penrith/Windsor/
Richmond/Sydney areas to the east, Mudgee to
the north and the Central West to the west.
Known as the Gateway to the West, Lithgow -
and its adjoining major towns of Wallerawang
and Portland - has a diverse range of industrial
and agricultural operations. The coal industry is
still a major employer although all mines are now
well clear of the city area, eliminating an image
that existed for generations. Lithgow was, in fact,
named by the Keep Australia Beautiful Council
as the Top Tidy Town in NSW for 1997, reflecting
the huge transformation that has occurred. Major
employers in the area are two large modern
power stations, the big Ferrero confectionery
factory that exports its product throughout South
East Asia, the huge precision engineering and
armaments plant operated by Australian Defence
Industries, the headquarters of the City Rail
electric train fleet, the rural industry, and two
mountain spring water bottling plants. Tourism is
also rapidly filling a more and more important
role, not only for the Lithgow district’s own
attractions, but also for its central proximity to the
Blue Mountains, Jenolan Caves and points further
west. It should be noted that Lithgow has,
officially, one of the highest per capita disposable
incomes in NSW.
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